 YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER ASSOCIATION OF 

CIVIC SOCIETIES  

Minutes of the Meeting held at City House Bradford on 28th April 2007
1a. Present

	Name
	Society

	Peter Cooper, 
	Scarborough and District CS

	Mike Burke
	Harrogate CS

	Don Pickis
	Steanor Bottom Society

	Michael Hill
	Huddersfield CS

	Anne Wood
	Skipton in Craven CS

	Donal O’Driscoll and Jennifer Alderson
	Spen Valley CS

	Anthony Mann
	Bradford CS

	 David Makin
	Saddleworth CS

	Ken Northolt and John Gaukroger
	Halifax CT

	David Moss, John Wildash 
	Selby CS

	Bob Shallcroft and Sheila Barlow
	Horsforth CS

	Cyril Oliver
	Bridlington CS

	Viv Lancaster, Frank Kirk and Helen Kirk 
	Forest of Galtres Society

	Colin Hill
	Honley CS

	Tony Leonard
	Market Weighton CS

	John Culpan
	Brighouse CT

	Katie Bishop
	YHACS ADO, Beverley CS

	Walter Jones
	Whitby CS

	David Blackburn, Bronwen Edwards, Barbara Satterthwaite and Helen Kidman
	Ilkley CS 


1b. Apologies for Absence  

David Harrison and Lorna Gartside Saddleworth CS, J Golding Selby CS,  Addingham CS, Epworth Society, Rotherham CS, Richmond CS, Allertonshire CS, Margaret Holwell and Kevin Trickett Wakefield CS, Mary Green Brighouse CT, Richard Ward Huddersfield CS, Kevin Grady Leeds CT.
2. Welcome and Introduction from Anthony Mann, Chair of Bradford Civic Society.
Anthony welcomed YHACS members to Bradford and hoped that the afternoon would prove interesting. He was especially keen for people to see that the city is undergoing a renaissance, which he would leave for the guest speaker to talk about.  Bradford CS had just had its first AGM and was moving ahead on a number of fronts. The debate on the future of the Odeon had been very well attended and well reported in the media. Not withstanding the pressure from the public, this building was still due for demolition.  BCS was now a charity, had a strong executive committee and strong links had been built with Bradford Council. He hoped that those people who attended the morning walk around Little Germany would have a greater appreciation of the large tasks facing the city and the many buildings still to be conserved.  

3. Minutes of the Meeting at Hull on 7th October 2006
These were agreed, proposed by Cyril Oliver and seconded by Jennifer Alderson. 
4. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
5. Chairman’s Report.

Peter Cooper reported that the HLF bid had been turned down. HLF considered the bid was for continuation funding and while YHACS had demonstrated a need for what they wanted to offer, they had not demonstrated that there was a demand for this.  The committee was disappointed by the decision, but were considering other potions, including bidding for Government Office Y&H funds for marginalised groups. Approaches were also being made to CT and Yorkshire Forward.

Executive members were available to see other YHACS members. He had visited Saddleworth and Selby societies. 

New guidance was out on Street Design and societies advised to get sight of this.

Peter drew attention to the CT Design Award to Utopia at Skipton. Peter has been on the judging panel for several years for North Yorkshire and he said it was the first time anything he had judged had won an award!

Scarborough Council was appointing Design and Historic Environment Champions from the public rather than elected members. Peter Cooper had been nominated for Historic Environment Champion but he was still in discussions with the council as there was apparently no budget attaching to this responsibility.

Members raised the subject of local authority changes coming up, including the creation of more unitary authorities, which might have a significant impact on local issues in some areas Societies were advised to keep watch and comment as appropriate.

A CD had been produced by English Heritage on changes to listed buildings. YHACS will try and obtain one but societies may need to get their own copies.  
6. Treasurer’s Report

In Richard Ward’s absence, Peter Cooper reported that YHACS had funds of £12 956 in its accounts.
7. Issues Affecting Societies.

Additional time had been scheduled for societies to raise issues. This seemed to work well.
Ilkley Civic Society made a short presentation on operating an Awards scheme. For more details email helen.kidman@tiscali.co.uk
Bob Shallcroft (Horsforth) said they had been approached by Street scene officers asking them always to comment if planning applications did not permit sufficient bin space. Apparently there are no national guidelines on this.

Donal O’Driscoll (SpenValley) reported that they had achieved improvements to a road scheme at Hill Top Gomersal. Some societies did not feel Highways issues were  something they could get involved in but this scheme proved that it could be worthwhile.   

David Makin (Saddleworth) had issues with road signage and yellow lines which denied parking for local arts and social activities. He felt the council was failing to consult properly.

Helen Kirk (Forest of Galtres) raised the issue of signage proliferation in the conservation area. There was disagreement over what was necessary. English Heritage and CT were both concerned about ‘street clutter’

David Moss (Selby) had got young people involved with artwork for their new brochure, creating a digital version. Possibilities for further youth activity.

Colin Hill (Honley) sought help over a derelict art deco house, which was up for auction with a view to redevelopment although it was recently listed with help from the C20 Society. It was suggested that David Rhodes be put in touch.

Jim Wildash (Selby) raised the issue of potential demolition of the village vicarage and replacement with 9 houses by Charles Church (now owned by developers Persimmon). It was recognised that in some parts demolition of perfectly good property was a problem. YHACS was addressing  - see Katie Stewart’s report.

It was suggested that societies should make an award for ‘good consultation’ by developers.

8. Guest Speaker, Stephen Tallboys, Director of Bradford Centre Regeneration.
Stephen gave an illustrated presentation on the vision and initiatives for Bradford City Centre. 
He gave an explanation to the background to regeneration in Bradford and the set up of the Urban Regeneration Company, which is a short life private company tasked with regenerating a specific area.  The main concern in Bradford was that the city centre was in decline with 35% retail leakage to other shopping centres.

A master plan was drawn up based on four city centre neighbourhoods - the Bowl, Channel, Valley and Market.

Successes so far included work in Little Germany. Eastbrook Hall, once thought beyond redemption is being restored as part of a £10m project, into 73 apartments. At New Victoria Place a mixed office, hotel and residential development is planned. Colonial Buildings and New Albion Place are almost complete.

Plans for the huge Westgate site are due in he Autumn.

The impact of the regeneration efforts so far had been £2bn inward investment, 1m sq metres of office space, 15 000 new jobs and 4 500 new homes.

The audience had a number of questions.

The point was raised that there appeared to be not much car parking. Stephen responded that while encouraging people to use the trains, there was actually plenty of parking available. More parking may be planned later. There was a preference for this to be underground and not in multi storey car parks.
A concern was raised about the impact of Lister Hills student village on the surrounding area.

The Mirror Pool planned for the environs of City Hall still seemed controversial.   
Later projects may include traditional housing rather than apartments.
10. ADO’s Report. 

Katie Stewart reported on a number of issues:
She will attend the Barnsley CT first AGM.

From the event for chairs, she had produced a template for Strategic Planning for use by societies.

On Garden Grabbing some 15 societies had responded to the YHACS draft policy document. The private members’ bill had been talked out. It was considered that the Planning White Paper presented an opportunity to get all societies to write to their MPs.  There was general agreement from responding societies that ‘brownfield sites’ should not include gardens. Other questions were raised about green belt, affordable houses v luxury apartments, rural problems as garden grabbing was not just a suburban issue.

It was suggested that YHACS could issue template letter in the same way that FoE do so that societies could respond quickly to MPs.

14. Civic Trust 

The last National Committee meeting had not been a good meeting. The different regional organisations represented are travelling at different speeds and possibly in different directions and this is creating tensions.

Four policy areas were receiving CT priority:

· The timing of HODS  - pilot in Liverpool to make it 1 month long

· Housing density  and development

· Street clutter and streetscape design

· Amendments to planning applications – public consultation

Nigel Burton had attended the Barnsley launch and Peter Bembridge the chairs event and will be attending a meeting with Yorkshire Forward.

Questions re individual membership of CT should be raised with Alberta Stephens.
Insurance was raised concerning the age limit which seems to be back to 70. Mike Burke is to meet with the insurance man and will report back. He will also check concerning committee liability and whether this can be insured against.
15. Next Meeting

The next meeting will be at the new Youth Hostel in Whitby on 28th July. Walter Jones advised people to come early and be aware of parking/traffic difficulties in Whitby town centre. The venue is up near the Abbey on East Cliff (199 steps up…) People booking accommodation for the weekend should book early. 
Helen Kidman 

