YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER ASSOCIATION  

OF CIVIC SOCIETIES  
Minutes of the Meeting held at Ripon Methodist Church

on 25th October 2008
1a. Present

	Name
	Society

	Peter Cooper, Adrian Perry and Chris Perry
	Scarborough CS

	Angela Brady
	

	Mr and Mrs Peter Spawforth
	

	Ian Harvey
	CT Liverpool

	David Rhodes
	Conservation Specialist

	Dorothy Welburn 
	Northallerton CS

	Richard Ward and John Lockwood
	Huddersfield CS

	Sheila Clark and Christine Walton
	Skipton in Craven CS

	Kevin Trickett and Anne Davis
	Wakefield CS

	Malcolm Sharman
	Hull CS

	Cyril Oliver
	Bridlington CS

	Helen and Frank Kirk
	Forest of Galtres Society

	Teresa and Graeme Bassett
	Grimsby and Cleethorpes CS

	Katie Stewart
	 Beverley CS

	Barry Atkinson, Susan Harty, Paul Mann and Maureen Eves
	Whitby CS

	Mike Burke, Joan Crowther, George Crowther and Henry Pankhurst
	Harrogate CS

	Althea Farmer
	Knaresborough CS

	John Culpan
	Brighouse CT

	David Moss and Jim Wildash 
	Selby CS

	Harry Driffil, Joan Fawcett and Ted Fawcett
	Horbury CS

	Margaret Rooker
	Greater Elland CT?

	Mike Bolton and Peter Severs
	Addingham CS

	Richard Taylor, Sheila Winpenny, David Winpenny and John Withenk
	Ripon CS

	M D’Allesandro and J French
	Barton on Humber CS

	David Mitchell
	Ossett CS

	Sheila Barlow
	Horsforth

	Gareth Bruff
	Barnsley CT

	Jennifer Alderson and John Holroyd
	Spen Valley CS

	Reg Levine and Joan Nicholson
	Castleford CT

	Alex Cockshott and Helen Kidman
	Ilkley CS 


1b. Apologies for Absence  

Don Pickis Steanor Bottom Society, John Hargreaves Halifax CT, Lorna Gartside and David Makin Saddleworth CS, Charlotte Hursey Howden CS, Donal O’Driscoll Spen Valley CS, Howard Hughes Harrogate CS, Bob Shallcroft Horsforth CS, Doncaster CT and Market Weighton CS.

Peter Cooper welcomed members to Ripon and said that Ripon CS was celebrating its 40th Anniversary this year.  He thanked Maurice and Dorothy Taylor for leading the morning’s guided walk around Ripon.
2. Minutes of meeting dated 19th April 2008

These were proposed by Mike Burke, seconded by Cyril Oliver and approved by the meeting.
3. Matters arising

None

4. Civic Societies Week Presentations

Kevin Trickett introduced the presentations for activities in Civic Societies Week in which 34 societies had taken part. A successful launch, with John Grundy as guest speaker, had been held in Barnsley, prompting significant local press interest.

Kevin outlined the judging criteria and thanked all three sponsoring organisations – Spawforths, Different PR and Smart and Cooke

The winners were as follows:
Mentions
Castleford

Grimsby and Cleethorpes

Huddersfield

Selby

Spen Valley

Wakefield

Commendations

Harrogate

Bridlington

Ripon

The Peter Spawforth trophy and cheque for £250

Skipton in Craven Civic Society

Presenting the trophy, Peter Spawforth said that he was delighted to support the civic society movement. He described civic societies as being full of people who ‘did something about it’ and highlighted societies as a stabilising feature when local politicians can be short term in their approach to important issues in planning and conservation. Peter felt that Civic Society week put societies fully on public show.

Peter explained that the very attractive trophy was made from the turned wood of a plum-tree grown in the environs of Guisborough Priory in North Yorkshire  

Peter Cooper reported that the YHACS executive committee had agreed that Civic Society week 2009 should take place from 27th June - 5th July 2009 and hoped that societies could start preparing now.
5. Chairman’s Report.

Peter Cooper highlighted Cities Unlimited - the report favouring southern development against northern regeneration and highlighted a secondary theme of this report - which was the weakening of local democracy and the role of RDAs taking action in towns and cities without their being a local input. The executive committee would be investigating this further.
The Civic Trust was bidding for a Community Empowerment Fund of £200k per annum over three years to be submitted within the next month. Societies had been asked to provide examples of outreach activity to help build up a supporting dossier. Peter thanked those societies which had responded to this request.

The Civic Trust had been successful in obtaining English Heritage funding under a scheme called Paving the Way of £30k pa for three years. This will support the provision of a training day in each region. Year 1 funding is to be spent by March 2009 and therefore the committee was looking to work with CT to organise an event in late February or early March 2009.

Grass Roots had been circulated. Peter asked members how many obtained this publication electronically  - which was a very small number of those present.
Bradford Civic Society - Peter advised that YHACS was supporting this society and a meeting would be held in Bradford on 27th October 2008. 
Peter was pleased to report that Batley and Birstall Civic Society was now interested in joining YHACS.

Peter had attended the NWACTS Autumn Gathering, which had been very interesting, including a visit to Gorton Monastery, which he recommended for a visit. CT will be sponsoring a conference there on 13th November.
6. Treasurer’s Report

Richard Ward reported that the YHACS current total balance was £7 400 and that the finances are secure.

7. Guest Speaker Angela Brady on Sustainability
Angela Brady is an architect of Brady Mallalieu Architects which specialises in contemporary 
sustainable design.  She explained her firm’s role in developing best practice in designing for the future, reducing the usage of fossil fuels and materials and planning for a future for the built environment which is less reliant on the use of the private car. She discussed initiatives such as One Planet Living, Rural ZED, the Energy Saving Trust and the need for zero carbon foot print for all new homes from 2016.
Her talk was illustrated with slides of some of the innovative designs the practice has produced. 
8. Civic Trust Appeal

Kevin Trickett, speaking as a Civic Trust trustee launched the appeal, explaining that the funds raised from it would be used to support the civic society movement from which all YHACS societies will benefit. The aim is to raise £250k every year in order to support this activity – about £1 for every member. He encouraged societies and individuals to support the appeal in any way they could and for society chairs to advocate the appeal in a positive manner. It was suggested that chairs should be provided with soundbites to assist them and that there needed to be national publicity as the appeal could be confusing for the public.   

9. Issues Affecting Societies
Knaresborough CS had raised £30k to honour the memory of Blind Jack of Knaresborough with a bronze statue and celebrations of his bicentenary in 2010.  

Alex Cockshott from Ilkley CS raised the issue of de-listing a listed building in Ilkley and the lack of public consultation on this, and asked if anyone had experience of the de-listing process. The house concerned was built in 1890, and the architects had been inspired by the designs of Norman Shaw, but it had been badly fire damaged after standing empty and increasingly neglected for over 30 years. Delisting will almost certainly result in demolition as the house is not in a conservation area. Members were surprised that such a property had not been better protected. Sheila Clark pointed out that Simon Thurley of English Heritage had stressed that local communities should have their own lists buildings of value to their towns. Jim Wildash advised that in the Selby area a campaign had saved a village vicarage from demolition. 
David Winpenny of Ripon Civic Society gave a belated welcome to Ripon to YHACS members. He highlighted the society’s campaign to save the Ripon Spa Baths (see Grass Roots), which the local council want for a housing development.  
Helen Kirk pointed out a problem with the planning portal on which was impossible to show on an application any existing, but unexecuted planning permissions which needed to be taken into account.

10.AOB

At a previous YHACS meeting, Skipton CS had displayed their Shop Front dossier. If anyone has taken this document, Skipton would like it back!

Wakefield CS’s annual dinner is on 28th November at the Cedar Court Hotel. The guest speaker will be John Grundy. Tickets are on sale at £27. Please contact Kevin Trickett if you are interested in attending.

11. Date of Next Meeting

The AGM will be held at the White Hart, Harrogate, on 31st January 2009 at 1pm.
Helen Kidman

