 YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER ASSOCIATION OF 

CIVIC SOCIETIES  

Minutes of the Meeting held at the Bishopgarth Police HQ, Wakefield at 1pm on Saturday 8th April 2006.
1a. Present

	Name
	Society

	The Right Worshipful Mayor and Mayoress of Wakefield Metropolitan District,  Cllr David Hopkins and Mrs Brigid Hopkins 
	

	Peter Cooper 
	Scarborough and District CS

	Walter Jones
	Whitby CS

	Kevin Trickett, Peter and Fran Slater, Jean Coppack, Margaret and Bob Mason, Simon Horsley, Jess Keetch,  Jean Rhodes,  Geoff Wood, 
	Wakefield CS

	Mike Burke
	Harrogate CS

	Richard Ward 
	Huddersfield CS

	Bob Shallcroft and Sheila Barlow
	Horsforth CS

	Clive Woods 
	Aireborough CS

	Amanda Thomas
	Saddleworth CS

	Gareth Bruff
	Barnsley

	David Moss and John Goulding
	Selby CS

	Margaret Rooker and Vicky Wilkinson
	Greater Elland CT

	Cyril Oliver
	Bridlington CS

	Anthony Mann
	Bradford CS

	Tony Leonard
	Market Weighton CS

	Gwynne Walters and Sheila Clark
	Skipton CS

	Katie Bishop
	YHACS ADO, Beverley CS

	Kevin Grady
	Leeds CT

	Eric Braim
	Doncaster CT

	Katya Condy
	Civic Trust

	Joan Fawcett and Harry Driffill
	Horbury CS

	David Rhodes
	YHACS CSO

	Malcolm Brocklesby
	Oulton Society

	R McGowan and Colin Hill
	Honley CS

	Alex Cockshott and Helen Kidman
	Ilkley CS 


1b. Apologies for Absence  

Forest of Galtres Society, York Georgian society, Brigg CS, York Civic Trust,  Rotherham CS,  Roger Watkins Howden CS, John Crapper The Oulton Society.  

2. Welcome and Introduction from Right Worshipful Mayor of Wakefield Metropolitan District, Cllr David Hopkins.

Cllr Hopkins welcomed YHACS members to Wakefield, a city which is coming up in the world. Wakefield, as a result of recent developments, is a good place to do business. The civic society had played a significant part in improving the city and Cllr Hopkins had recently attended the WCS Design Awards, celebrating good design in Wakefield. He had been impressed by this event and had suggested that WCS make a presentation on the awards to councillors on the planning committee. Cllr Hopkins said that Wakefield values the work of its civic society and he was sure that every town needs one.  
3. A notable date.
Peter Cooper reminded the meeting that 9th April was the 200th anniversary of the birth of the engineering genius Isambard Kingdom Brunel, 1806-1859, the first chief engineer of the Great Western Railway, who also designed the first Thames Tunnel, the Clifton Bridge over the Avon Gorge in Bristol and the steamships SS Great Britain and Great Eastern. He made a very significant contribution to the transformation of Britain in the 19th Century. For more information about Brunel and special events to commemorate the anniversary of his birth visit www.brunel200.com or see articles in the current issue of New Civil Engineer.
3. Minutes of the Meeting at Rotherham on 24.09.05
These were agreed, proposed by KevinTrickett and seconded by Peter Slater. 

4. Treasurer’s Report

Richard Ward reported that YHACS is in the process of moving its bank accounts to the Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) Bank which offers interest on current account balances. At present YHACS is holding quite high current account levels. He recommended that societies consider this option if they were holding high balances. 

5. Guest Speaker – Katja Condy,  Civic Trust on Heritage Open Days.

Katja is the Heritage Open Days manager at CT and she based her talk around new developments with HODS organisation and the barriers to civic societies becoming involved in organising HODS events. 
She referred to the new HODS bright pink logo (see attached newsletter) which had been introduced very successfully in 2005. Katja then went on and explained that the events booklet was being replaced by a website as only about media and websites. Electronic publicity meant that the deadline for this year’s events is much later than in previous years – the final deadline is 1st August. This should be advantageous as many societies do not set their programmes for September onwards before the earlier HODS deadline. It is important that events are registered for insurance purposes. 

The possibility of staggering HODS over a period of time is under serious consideration.  
HODS events provide civic societies with opportunities to showcase their activities to a wider audience and recruit new members. Those societies participating felt that it was very worthwhile and enjoyable. In some areas local authorities take a large organising role, but there is no reason that civic societies cannot work with them.   

Katja explained that the concept of heritage is changing and covers far more than buildings of historic interest. This gave societies opportunities to be innovative in their approach to HODS and to continue to build on the good reputation of HODS as the chance for people from all parts of society to get involved with heritage without the barrier of cost  - all HODS events are free of charge.  
6. Regional Spatial Strategy  

Peter Cooper stated that YHACS would be commenting on the final draft of the RSS by the due date (14.04.06). However, current resources available for this type of work meant that our response will be less detailed than it should be.  (We have commented at previous stages).  Margaret Rooker suggested that any societies responding to the RSS Consultation might wish to support the section for retaining the ‘quality and distinctiveness’ of the Pennine Area. She reported that the former SCoSPA had now become Pennine Prospects.

 
7. Regional Transport Boards

Peter Cooper made a short presentation on RTBs and encouraged members to investigate them further. Peter’s presentation slides are attached at Appendix 1
8. ADO’s Report. 

Katie reported that Bradford civic Society had held its first AGM and that the new chair, Anthony Mann was in attendance. He received a warm welcome from YHACS members.

Sheffield CT was likely to be launched in June.

With Peter Cooper and David Rhodes she had visited Pickering CS.

The newsletter was published and Katie agreed that she will try wherever possible not to split articles over several pages in future. The website is being updated and forums are ongoing. She invited members to contact her on issues to include on the forums pages.

9. The ChangeUp Programme  by David Rhodes and Peter Cooper
Peter Cooper outlined the background to David Rhodes’ appointment as YHACS Civic Societies Officer fro 4 months from 1st March 2006. The Change Up grant also covered consultancy time and a capital sum of £1 000 which had been spent on a digital projector and a laser printer.

David outlined the two conferences on 3rd and 17th June 2006 which will take place at the White Hart in Harrogate. They will be free of charge – all people will have to do is pay their own travelling expenses.  Societies will be invited to send three members. In the afternoon there will be three workshop sessions on Promotion, Planning and Projects.

There is a further budget for reach out to societies which need help but who cannot or will not attend the Harrogate events. Additionally there will be some funding to update stationery, including presentation packs and the PowerPoint presentations will be available for presentation at future civic society meetings.

David recommended some publications for members:

English Heritage Spring Bulletin

Guidance on conservation area appraisals

English Heritage

Guidance on the management of conservation areas  English Heritage

All LAs are in the process of re appraising their conservation areas, on which they must consult widely – see above two booklets. EH documents are available via English Heritage Customer Services on 0870 333 1181.

Yorkshire Post Country Week article on the village of Appleton le Moor which had received a grant from Yorkshire Forward to reduce its carbon footprint through re cycling, insulation, using less energy, adjustments to lifestyle and seeking a renewable energy supply.  David felt that this was an agenda that civic societies should involve themselves in, in the future.

The Town and Country Planning Association’s publication Sustainable Energy by Design was a worthwhile read on these issues

David took a number of questions from the floor. He confirmed that it is still the intention to hold some regional meetings as soon as the attendance at the Harrogate conferences had been established. These might run on into July. 

Gareth Bruff said that the renaissance towns programme had generated a lot of interest in Barnsley and asked what is happening in other towns. Several civic societies (Doncaster, Bridlington and Scarborough) reported that they were involved with their town teams and stressed that as an independent body which cared about their town they can assist in articulating the views of residents in developing new plans and developments.

Gwynne Walters of Skipton asked David what he knew about ‘urban characterisation’ David pointed out that design statements were put forward to achieve ‘local distinctiveness’. A discussion followed as to the role of design statements in the new LDF. It was considered that the ‘action areas’, which form part of the LDF, will take up officer time.    
10. Issues affecting Societies

CAF Bank – Organisations do not have to be registered charities to open an account.

David Moss reported that Selby CS had lost its battle against the retail development close to Selby Abbey.

Tony Leonard requested advice from any society that had experience of dealing with a planning application to convert a listed building to flats. They had a Grade II listed hotel in Market Weighton which was likely to be lost to housing. It was suggested that its use designation be checked in the Local Plan. 

Gwynne Walters reported progress on Skipton CS’ fight against high rise development proposed in their renaissance programme. Following the CS referendum, the council had reduced the size of the development. It was suggested that she send details to Katie Bishop for inclusion in the newsletter.
11. Next Meeting

7th October 2006. Venue to be arranged. There will be no meeting in July following the 2 conferences in June.
Helen Kidman 

09.04.06
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By 
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Why do they matter?

• Transport’s Vital Role

• City Centre Congestion

• Rural Isolation

• Motorway Capacity

• Access to Regional Rail Services
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• Offers a chance for the region to say what 

its priorities are for the allocation of a large 

slice of the public investment that will go 

into the transport network across our 

region in the next decade.  Over £1 billion 

is involved in these decisions.
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• Jan Anderson - Yorkshire Forward

• Councillor Arthur Barker –Sustainability 

Commission Chair

• Councillor Ken Branson – Humber Local 

Authorities

• Councillor Andrew Carter – Yorkshire & 

Humber Assembly

• Frank Carter – MD Yorkshire Traction

• Felicity Everiss Regional Director GOYH
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• Councillor Stephen Galloway (Chair) –

Regional Planning and Infrastructure 

Commission

• John Hoare – Chair of the Regional 

Transport Forum

• Chris Longley – Regional Forum 

(Voluntary and Community Sector)

• Councillor John Smithson - West 

Yorkshire Local Authorities
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• Councillor John Weighell – NYCC – North 

Yorkshire Local Authorities

• Councillor Jan Wilson – South Yorkshire 

Local Authorities

• Mayor Martin Winter – Yorkshire and 

Humber Local Authorities
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[image: image7.emf]Who advises the RTB?

• Government Office Officers

• Passenger Transport Executives

• Local Authority Transport Officers
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[image: image8.emf]What does the RTB do?

• Set up to give advice to the Treasury on 

the region’s priorities for some of the major 

transport investment that we need over the 

next decade.
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• Major transport schemes including 

integrated transport schemes, bus 

priorities and tramways.

• Does not include investment in the 

regional rail network, waterways, ports and 

airports or the national highway network

• Not responsible for delivery – that is the 

job of local authorities and transport 

executives 
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[image: image10.emf]What has the RTB done so far?

• Has agreed a priority list of regional 

transport schemes that fit within the 

funding limits set by the Treasury.

• These recommendations were co-

ordinated into a unified response to the 

Treasury about transport, housing and 

economic development, finalised in Jan 06
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• Continue to review the priority to be 

accorded to major transport projects 

across the region in 2006

• Government Departments (Dft for 

Transport, ODPM for housing and DTI for 

economic development are expected to 

rule on the advice around Easter

• More at :www.goyh.gov.uk/goyh/transp/rts
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Who’s on the RTB

		Councillor John Weighell – NYCC – North Yorkshire Local Authorities

		Councillor Jan Wilson – South Yorkshire Local Authorities

		Mayor Martin Winter – Yorkshire and Humber Local Authorities
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What does the RTB do?

		Set up to give advice to the Treasury on the region’s priorities for some of the major transport investment that we need over the next decade.
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What has the RTB done so far?

		Has agreed a priority list of regional transport schemes that fit within the funding limits set by the Treasury.



		These recommendations were co-ordinated into a unified response to the Treasury about transport, housing and economic development, finalised in Jan 06
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What next?

		Continue to review the priority to be accorded to major transport projects across the region in 2006

		Government Departments (Dft for Transport, ODPM for housing and DTI for economic development are expected to rule on the advice around Easter

		More at :www.goyh.gov.uk/goyh/transp/rts 
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Scope of the RTB

		Major transport schemes including integrated transport schemes, bus priorities and tramways.

		Does not include investment in the regional rail network, waterways, ports and airports or the national highway network

		Not responsible for delivery – that is the job of local authorities and transport executives 
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Who advises the RTB?

		Government Office Officers

		Passenger Transport Executives

		Local Authority Transport Officers
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Regional Transport Boards

Why do they matter?

		Transport’s Vital Role

		City Centre Congestion

		Rural Isolation

		Motorway Capacity

		Access to Regional Rail Services
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The RTB

		Offers a chance for the region to say what its priorities are for the allocation of a large slice of the public investment that will go into the transport network across our region in the next decade.  Over £1 billion is involved in these decisions.
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Who’s on the RTB (cont)

		Councillor Stephen Galloway (Chair) – Regional Planning and Infrastructure Commission

		John Hoare – Chair of the Regional Transport Forum

		Chris Longley – Regional Forum (Voluntary and Community Sector)

		Councillor John Smithson - West Yorkshire Local Authorities
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Regional Transport Boards 

By 

Peter Cooper
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Who’s on the RTB?

		Jan Anderson - Yorkshire Forward

		Councillor Arthur Barker –Sustainability Commission Chair

		Councillor Ken Branson – Humber Local Authorities

		Councillor Andrew Carter – Yorkshire & Humber Assembly

		Frank Carter – MD Yorkshire Traction

		Felicity Everiss Regional Director GOYH










